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Presentation	Abstract	

CHARGE	syndrome	is	a	rare	genetic	disorder	(CHD7)	which	causes	multisensory	impairments.	Most	have	
vision	loss,	hearing	loss,	decreased	sense	of	smell,	and	balance	problems.	Delays	in	language	and	social	
skills	in	young	children	with	CHARGE	have	been	described,	despite	their	outgoing	personalities.	In	a	pilot	
study,	individuals	with	CHARGE	had	impaired	social	skills	and	behaviors	as	measured	by	the	Social	Skills	
Improvement	Systems	(SSIS).	They	showed	a	unique	pattern	of	social	skills	deficits	as	described	in	other	
studies.	This	study	also	examined	the	social	skills	of	individuals	who	have	CHARGE	syndrome	using	the	
SSIS.	Sixteen	individuals	with	CHARGE	and	their	parents	participated.	Individuals	with	CHARGE	completed	
a	student	questionnaire,	and	their	parents	completed	a	parent	questionnaire.	The	response	format	on	
the	student	questionnaire	of	the	SSIS	was	modified	to	accommodate	the	needs	of	participants	with	multi-
sensory	impairments.	All	parent	response	forms	provided	valuable	information.	Most	student	response	
forms	provided	differential	responses	to	the	items	on	the	questionnaire.	The	unique	profile	of	social	skill	
deficits	will	be	discussed	as	well	as	implications	for	intervention.	


