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Presentation Abstract

Before we try to change a behavior, it is a good idea to have some sense as to why the child is engaging in
it. Once the purpose of a behavior is recognized, the behavior starts to make sense. Diagnosis has limited
explanatory value. Looking for changes in the child’s environment, possible sources of pain, anxiety, and
the sensory environment may improve our understanding. These issues will be illustrated.

Learning Objectives

e Participants will understand problems with the diagnosis of autism.
e Participants will be able to consider reasons for peculiar behavior.
e Participants will understand the benefits of viewing behavior as chosen.
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