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As some of you already know, | have a brand new
Executive Board working with me for the next
twenty-four months: Lisa Weir is now Vice Presi-
dent, David Wolfe is Treasurer and Brownie Shott
LAl is Secretary. | am looking forward to many great
things coming from this group. | would also like to
announce that Cynthia Antaya & Diane Haynes have
joined our Board of Directors this year. Diane
WOW, what a conference we just had. Through- works as State Coordinator of the Kentucky Deaf
out this first online version o€EHARGEccounts, Blind Project and Cynthia is a school psychologist,
you will be reading many articles about the wonder-who not only has a son with CHARGE syndrome,
ful events, sessions and great time had by all at thebut also has CHARGE syndrome herself. | am cer-
conference. That being said, none of this could havéain Cynthia and Diane will be huge assets to the
happened without the team put in place by confer- board.

ence chair, Brownie Shott. Brownie gave up her life

for the first seven months of this year to ensure

every detail was looked after so that all of us would Unfortunately, | am sad to have to report that |
be well cared for and have a great time at the con- have accepted the resignation of Dr. James Thelin.

ference. | have thanked Brownie many times both 9iM has been a Board member for six years, Vice
publicly and privately, but would like to take this President for the last four years, and Program Chair

opportunity to thank both her and her team once  ©" Fhe last two .conf.eren‘ce.s. l'am pfouo! to _Ca” Jim
again. a friend and | will miss his insight and his wisdom on

the Board.
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«.And Al That Jazz

RecdBdeaking Attel|

See how the conference has grown, from the first Bloomingdale
in 1993 in St. Louis with 200 people to: (2009): 756!!!
Portland (1995} 250
Boston (1997) 400
Houston (1999) 450
Indianapolis (2001)500
Cleveland (2003) 492
Miami (2005} 540
Costa Mesa (2007 625

There were ten countries represented, including:
130 individuals with CHARGE syndrome (20 adults
and 110 children), 291 parents, 53 grandparents,
126 professionals, 21 caregivers, 108 siblings under
the age of 16 and 16 siblings over the age of 16.

© All rights reserved CHARGE Syndrome Foundation Inc. 2009
http://www.chargesyndrome.org
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CHARGE Conference Idol |

The 2009 Pam Ryan asked me to  tween the four judges as we all formers, then | gave up trying
: judge Conference Idol, tried to be the nicest, friendli- to decide, because this was not
so | coul dn 0 ést, moatencoumging Bne &t feally a talent contest but a
; wasndt comf othdtable.l e wi t h talent show full of nerve, en-
Idol winner - i iti i

o \Y th.e |de_a of a competition, Sean Campbel | & £19Y,, %Iylgenl]urﬁo& drgrrilaoapdi h
was plénls with wmn.er-s arjd.losers, solo set the standard high, and d talent! Clearly this has to be
Sean Timber- and me sitting in judge- a feature at future confer-
land, pictured N ment. Well, as soon as | 55 oihers followed him in ences, and next time | look
here after be- saw about 40 trophies dazzling variety instrumental- forward to enjoying it from the

ing presented lined up on b &hodid h&&S Qoryten- @udi ence not thile ju
with the 1st table I knew | probably ers, stangup comics, even a

di dnodt have é -
tuffed %9 SaIE\r%mg act!
place trophy. Yes, there had to be a

big winner, a Conference Idol,
but there were no losersd and
the only competition was be-

CHARGE
Conference

it remained right up there as

Submitted by: David Brown

In my notes | see | scribbled

the word 6éwinnerd next to the
names of the first nine per-

Judges Gi v

Judges Joe The CHARGE Conference Idol Both gentlemen were ex-
McNulty and David audience ggt an extra special tremely .good. sports. Although

. treat when judges Joe McNulty nobody is quite sure who was
Brown performing

K and David Brown were Sonny and who was Cher, and

ol Got Yo dinvitedé up o doeadlibbeéteomedfthg e by
emcee Sheri Stangertotake words to say, o0l Got
care of some oPDavedekRééepingall thes
items. o judges were a runaway suc-

Little did Joe or David know, ~ C€SS'

after they were each handed a Who knows what these two
microphone, a karaoke version may have planned for Orlando
of Sonny & Chein@®1?01 Got You
Babed was set to begin.

Pictured below are the idol

judges, from left to right: Joe
McNulty, Michele Sinopoli,
Sally Thelin and David Honestly...we all came to the conference for inspiration, support and

S ) knowledge. To see the spectacular Charge Idol definitely proved ev:
: that the "official presentations" were saying. We must expect great t
from our kids! So to me, the Charge Idol should take one whole day
next conference because it's the important sélébrating our kids!
-Catherine Rose
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Me et t he o0Star s

Amy Garner

Sean Campbell

Kennedy Weir Megan Stanger

Linda and Karlee Ludwig

See more STARS

Dane Robertson Destiny Chinnici

on the next page!
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PAGE 4 ¢

Seasyn Williamson

oOWow, you did {
the CHARGE Conference. | lov
being there. Such wonderful fa
lies. As a matter of fact, | had a
hard time pulling away stayed
for the talent shovso wonderful.
Thank you for the education on
CHARGE, your well organized
event, the opportunity on a busi
level and a great day with many
kind and dedicated people. | wi
was in the Chicago area all the {
so | could

) MacKenzie Cutcliffe Josh Nunner Gretchen Wood
Vendor, Discovery Toys

Conference ldol Photos
by: Meg Majors

Max McKinley
(with mom, Amy)

Sara Kotnik

Melissa Costello Clare O6Tool e
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